BLOCKLEY VILLAGE SHOP ‘CAFE

BCA COMMUNICATIONS STRATEGY

The shop management committee makes use

of a variety of media to keep in touch with the
600 members of the cooperative association.
Public support is crucial to the long-term success
of the village shop and café and every effort is
made to ensure that communication with
customers and members is a two-way process.
This has been even more important over the past
two years since it became clear that it would

not be possible to secure a viable long-term lease

on the current premises.

REGULAR METHODS OF COMMUNICATION

The BCA Annual General Meeting

In her address to the AGM in May 2010, the chairman announced
that the management committee had been looking at every possible
option to secure premises for the long-term future of the shop and
café. These included working with the existing premises, adapting
other premises, or building a new, designed-for-purpose shop and

café on a number of possible sites.

Newsletters

Every two months the shop newsletter is emailed to 360 members
and delivered or posted to |50. A further 150 copies are available
in the café and at the shop till. The newsletter is used to give details
of new products, village events such as Christmas and May Day
celebrations and to keep members in touch with the shop’s financial

results and future plans.

Email updates

The email database is used to keep in touch with members between
newsletters. It is a particularly important medium during bad weather,
alerting people to supplies, calls for help and other community

emergencies.

Posters and flyers
Posters are regularly put up all over the parish to back up
communication by email and newsletter. When necessary, flyers

are delivered to every household in the parish.

Website

News updates are posted at www.blockleyshop.com

SPECIFIC COMMUNICATIONS ABOUT
THE NEW SHOP PROJECT

Discussions with key village groups

In November 2010 meetings were held to discuss the new build
proposal with representatives of key community groups including
the Heritage Society, the Bowls Club, the Sports and Social Club,
the Women'’s Institute and the Horticultural Society. A further
meeting was held with the owners of neighbouring properties.
Everyone who attended these meetings gave wholehearted

support to the idea of a new shop on the proposed site.

A public meeting

About 100 people attended a public meeting on December [8.

The meeting had been widely advertised by poster, email and flyers.
Presentations were given by committee members who explained the
rationale to the plan and answered questions. Signatures were obtained
from most of the people attending the event. There was unanimous
support for the plans and many offers of help were made by the public.
Several emails and letters of support were also received from people
who could not attend the meeting because of the bad weather. The
presentations were emailed to the shop database and displays of the
architects’ drawings and background information were mounted in the

shop, café and post office.

Q & As sheet

Following the meeting, which was reported in the press as well as the
shop newsletter; a sheet of questions and answers about the new
plans was produced for customers and BCA members. This document,
which was handed out in the café and shop, aimed to cover any
questions or concerns that might be raised by the community.

The shop manager and staff were briefed to answer questions

from individuals.

A community-owned venture operated by

THE BLOCKLEY COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION LIMITED
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BLOCKLEY VILLAGE SHOP ‘CAFE

Letters of support

The committee contacted all the remaining community groups in the
village to ensure that we had communicated directly with as many
residents as possible. As a result, letters of support were received from

25 groups representing a wide cross-section of the community:

Blockley Parish Council

Parochial Church Council

Blockley Heritage Society

Blockley Arts Soc

The Lady Northwick Memorial Homes
Blockley Little Village Hall

Blockley Decorative & Fine Arts Soc
Blockley Dramatic Soc

Blockley Ladies Choir

Evesham Post Office

Blockley Blokes Choir

Blockley Ramblers

Blockley Bell Ringers

Blockley Allotment Association
Blockley Sports & Social Club
Northwick Bowling Club

Cakes & Company

Cotswold Wardens

Orchard Bank

Blockley Bookworms

Picture Playhouse

Blockley Brass Band

Blockley Women'’s Institute
Blockley & District Horticultural Society
Friends of Blockley School

Petitions

More than 50 per cent of the electorate in Blockley ward

have signed a petition in favour of the plan. A total of over 800
villagers, second home owners and friends signed petitions

in the shop and online.

New media

The new shop project is updated on the shop website at
www.blockleyshop.com, Facebook and the village information site
www.blockleyblower.com. The shop website has links to all the
official shop documentation as well as the presentations, posters,

media links etc.

A community-owned venture operated by
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Blockley Parish Council

Mr Kevan Lambert

Vice-chairman of Blockley Parish Council
Fox Lodge

Aston Magna

(GL56 9QQ

Mrs Margaret Bryan

Chairman of Blockley Co-operative Association
2 Northwick Terrace

Blockley

GL56 9BL

~ 30 April 2011

Dear Margaret,

The Blockley Parish Council is writing to express its full support for the proposed development of
the new community shop/café in Blockley. The existing arrangement is extremely successful and
highly valued by residents of the Parish. This is despite the fact the current premises are not
ideal, [imiting the goods and services it could potentially offer. However, its location in the heart
of the village has been critical to its award-winning success and a less central location would
likely substantially reduce its viability. The shop/café provides more than the much
needed essential goods and services, including Post Office services, it provides a place for
people to meet and greet, It has become a much depended upon hub of the Parish.

——T1he Blockley Parish Gouncil welcomes-the efforisthat the Blockley Ce-operative- Association is——
making to realise a sustainable and sensitive development, with close attention to conservation
issues, clean energy and the sustainabte use of local and natural resources. The Blockley Parish
Council also recognises that many residents support the new proposals with a petition of over
750 signatures in addition to the support of many community associations. Without the
shop/cafe the Parish would become a much less attractive place to live and its future as a vibrant
rural Cotswold Parish would come under threat. Community networks would he weakened,
shopping habits would become less environmentaily sustainable and some people would
become isolated and more dependent on others,

We hope that the proposals will be supported by the planning authorities.

With best regards,

/ <M e Le b/ -
/
Kevan Lambert

Vice-chairman Blockley Parish Council
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BLOCKLEY WITH ASTON MAGNA PAROCHI1AL CHURCH COUNCIL
ST PETER AND ST PAUL'S CHURCH

¢/ Mah ere Mill, Blockley, Mercton-in-Marsh, Glog GLS6 9HA
Tetephone (1386 700250 E-mail jandabourne@dsl.pipex.com

Margare1 Bryan, &th March 2011
Chairman. Blockley Co-operanve Asscciation,

2 Northwick Terrace,

Blockley.

Dear Margaret,

Blockley Shop and Cafe : New Development

We are wriling follewing 1he discussion with the members of Blockley PCC about the plan 10
develop a new shop and cafe for ihe villags, replacing the ¢ld one.

As ncighbours of the proposed site, and as the body responsible to the Diocesan Advisary
Committee for the Church and churchyard, we anticipate thal in duc course the Cotswold District
Council Planning Department will notify us of the propasal and ask for eur views. We have
consulted with the Diocesan Assistam Secretary and with our church architect, himsel{ a member of
the DAC. Meanwhile, it is appropriatc that we should send you a preliminary stalement.

The PCC are unanimously in favour of your proposal for & new shop and cafe. This is undoubtediy
an essential amenity for the village community, and will contribute ureatly to that spirit of local
solidanty and co-operation which the Church seeks to foster. It is of course elear thal old people
and those withour Private transport cannol manage without such an amenity.

We find thal the views of the Church through the entrance gates and from the upper levels of
Northwick Close will not be ie any way obstructed. We would ask hat special care be taken not Lo
damage 1he churchyard walls, nor the roots of yew trees growing close to the boundaries, but we
feel sure that this will not be a problem.

We wish you every success with the veniure.
Yours sincercly,
___,_.—-—-—'____T'"

Frances Stone, Churchwarden

L s

Jercmy Bourne, Churchwarden
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BLOCKLEY HERITAGE SOCIETY

incarporated i England as a company Imited by guarantee numbar 7008628 and
reqisterad a5 8 cltamy Aumber 1133319

Chairmman

Jeremy Boume

Malvern Mill, High Gireet, Blocklay
GLS6 BHA

28 January 201

Margaret Bryan

Chairman,

Tha Blockley Cooperative AsSocialion | td
The Ad Coach Housa,

Posl Office Square,

Blockley

GlL56 9HA

Dear Margaret,

¥ am msponding on behaif of the Society to the puble consultation process you have Intiated in relation Lo
the plan % buld new parmanent premisas o aocommodate the exising vilage-owned shop, cafa and
Post Offica.

Dur response deals pnmanly with aspects of your proposals that mlate to the vilage hertage and in
parteular

1. The histancai context of Ihe pian to bulle a replacement shop in the proposed jocation
2. Thaimplications of a new property being constructed in the Blockley Conservation Area
3. The physical mpact of a new propery on surrounding hsled buildings wcluding the Parish Church

We have consuited owr 180 members D wilting On your Proposals Bnd, whike OWF responsE prmanky
addrezses herlage related iBsues, our mamberg have asked us to emphaszise at the oulset Lhal they
understand fully the reasons why your Assooation 15 planning o refocate the Shop Oh teemination of its
cument leasa and Jn the circumstances are whally suppattive of that intention,

1, The historical 1 of th 1 [0 bid a e ent Show in 1 han

You will be gware that For much of s ife Blockiay has been an ndustnal aad trading communily based an
agnoulture and madeng Mom recently & has extendsd ts commenclal activities to replace the dying silk
trade by the creafion of the brickworks and two indusinal estates  To serve this commercal community
the vilage provided in the early 20 century soma 20 retail outlets, banks, cafes and hostelries, almost &l
of which were located n Bell Lana and tha Migh Street

During the last canlury, the focal pont for relal sctviby contracted towards the area sumounding the
church. inciuding Bell Lana and a short distanca south-wasl alond the High Streat  The neasons ame fafy
obvious the amea had becorma the commeroial med social “hub® of the community that was mast readdy
accesside om all pads of the pansh as wall as 10 visitors The exdsting communty -orwned shop end café
15 sited I ihal area

The need tq preserva what 15 kft of the commercial and social hub of the village seems 10 us to bé a smne
qua ngn. Without 1t, the community must surely be further diminished.
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2.

Thus e plan to bwid the eplacamand Premisas adacent o the pramises cumantly vsed is entirely
consistenl with the dvolution of relalling In the village and ensures these assental faclities are retained in
tha most nalural and cormvensant location for use by the commundy. 1t folkrws that it may alse prove to be
the most wanka caton sconomcaly,

ed mn {he Blockiey Conservalion Ared

A3 the ocal Herilage Society, we am propably moms concamead than mast wih conserving the natural,
cullural and phy 58l features of the willaQe's Past  But conservmng the past need nol be at e expenss of
respondng 1 e needs of e posent  Indeed t m a fundamenial charactensic OF the Blockiey
Cansarvation Araa that the ploperties compnsed within it evolved over & iong penod of tme and tell the
slary of that enlre pangd  Hantage i the produdt of & dynamic evolubonary process and must be allowed
to evoive further, albed with camsful stewanrdship,

I Blockiay [here i no nead 10 Yook By further than at some of he onginal water mills 1o see evidence of
assental evolubon AS e sik frade ceased 10 De commercially viabia the Hiocdeay Brook was
hamessed for other purposas The Blockley Elecinc-Lighting snd Manuiactunng Comdarny and ihe Aatrai
YWorks ware estabished to prowda edectnoty away from the ongnal mulls i a neardy building mone sited
o tha purpose Elsewhers Caplan Spencer Churchil set up the bnckworks o provide akemalive
amployment s tha mis closed  Without that ayOUSONany procass the Commurity would have wilhered

In our vew 5 essental lo conserve substantve svidence of cur hemage. but hat am does not of isefl
preciude edher (8) builkding naw structures in harmany with theyr axisting sumoundings or (b reptacing the
smsting public toilets which cannot be sald Io goninbute to the chamcter or appearance of the
Conservatan Ansa

3. The phwscal smpad of 8 new gmpedy on surounding bsfed byithads inclyging the Fansh Church

It seams to us hat the pnncipal concams thal could ansa 0 relation to the surounding hsted bulldings
would be e possible obstruchon of views or access, and aesthenc ciashes with the erchiteciure of

axshng bulkdings.

Whila the iocal authomrfies will soubtiess wish 10 Cons«der thasa aspocts whar & plannng apohcaben |s
mada. from a pEminary study of tha initel propasals «e heve ol bean able 1o ety any material
obstruchon 1o the popular views. of axesbng hisloncal buikdings Aty near vew of the church from e North
in almady pbstructed Dy trees e public |avalones and the mosbng Coach House, and betler véers ana
avarzble from further north and from many other sites  The vews of other adipcent buidings do not

appesar 10 be cbalnicted at all
We recognise thal he desyn of, and matenals used i conStructing, the new premises wil need to blend
with the suroundings, albet recognising that even lhe eXistng buddings embrace a wide range of

architectural styles, and we would axpect this Bspact 1o b addressed by the local authonties in the nommal
course

Wa would be happy to discuss aur views with you further if this would be of assistance

Yours secersly,

ﬁm-ﬁ %—G-‘-Lz

Jeremy Boume
Chaiman
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Primt 18/021 2011 Loroa

From: Roy Marshalt {roydsquare@tiscali.co uk).
To: mbryan@btinternet.com;

Iate: Saturday, 26 February, 2011 14:35: 14

Ces

Subject; BLOCKLEY VILLLAGE SHOP PLANS

> Dear Margaret Bryan.

-

> A8 Chuirman of Blockley Arts Society my group wish to add their tolal support for the proposed plans
for a pew Village Shop/Post Oifice/Cafe 1n the beart of (he viliage.

> ' he proposed new building, as presented by architects Leslie Burton seem ta answer the needs of
tesidents and wisttors and appear extremcly suitable for the site in the heart of the village and will greatly
ielp Blockley 1o resist the fate of 50 many other villages in the area some of which have become mere
dogmitory "suburbs” and tutally reliant on extetior services. As a place for ‘social inter-action’ within a
village it is highly likely that a shop has at least as much value for a wider ange and a greater number of
residents than the tradienal village pub and is to be cherished and nurtured as @ result. In addidon, it is
a valuable source of employment for a substamiial number of people which is niot be under-estimated n
il's value to the village.

>

> Such u fine facility 1s not to be under-estimated in the added value that it gives to residents and the
attraction it hiolds for prospective residenis.

>

> [t i5 not unreasonable 1o suggest thal ‘conscrvation' ta these Limes. of least as far as village restdents are
concerned, is as much about retaiming local services and facilities (infra-structure?) as it is about
retaining the character of it's bulldings. There is no long-term alternative Lo re-building the shop ind
ilets in the village centre without adopting a plan such as has been proposed and Blockley Arr Society
members are whole -heartcdly supportive of the pluns to retain and enhance the village of Blockley with
this proposal.

Wil every pood wish lor a successiul outcome:

Yours sincerely
Roy Marshall - Charrman Blockley Arts Sociery

htv i Fuk Mg, br.mak yahoo.com fde/ blznk htnfbn=5558 nil-u ks ing-en-Gb Fage 1zal}

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor


http://www.cvisiontech.com/

The Lady Northwick Memorial Homes

MUl Dene, Blogkley, Muretun-tn-Marsh. Gloucestershire, GL3G 9EIL
Tel: 01386 TQI220 Fax 0705 36| 5982 Email: burrydare@milldenc.cn_uk

BSO/hyfinmh
24th February 2011

Margaret Bryan

Chair

The Blockiey Cooperative Association
Tha Old Coach House

Past Office Square

Blocklay

Glos

GL5G 9BB

Dear Margaret
Blockley Village Shop and Café

The Trustees of The Lady Northwick Memarial Homes write in support of the proposal (o build 2 new
shop and cafe located on the site of the curent public lavatories In the village of Blockley. _Wa fu_ll_y
support the shop as an Integral part of the viliage as both a viable arnentty and a commumity facility

As the current iocaton has become untenable. the proposed site appears lo be an idgal alltematwe
as It is part of the central village “square” The proposed design is attractive, in keeping with the
surrounding huldings and fully fit for purpese.

The shop and cafe has proved tself 8 viabie business over the past three years and the Cooperative
Associalion 1s greatly supported by the vilagers As the recent bad weather ilustrated. the shop is an
important link for the residents, especially the elderly and mo'e vulnerable. It i1s a tentral meeting
point for local peopie and 8 main point of communication for vilage information and events The shop
and café empioys [ocal people: encourages local suppliers, provides an exiensme range of Products
which can only be enhanced by having more storage 0 new premises, and Nnumerous other benefits
whith the community now enjoys.

To conclude, the Trustees agree with and fully suppart the proposed new premises for the Blockley
shop and café which can only add value 1o the viltage. We do nol consider the planned building wil
hawve a detrimental effect on the physical environment and we da not want to lose our shop and café-
a vitally i/mportant facility.

Yours sincerely

Mg el Soeack = @?@M{/Z

Margaret Stuart-Turner Sue Powell
Chairman Trustes
LN Brvan A 2982) § doc
Admmistralrve Trustes. Bamy S Dare BCA Registoresd Cludity Munther 229657 Enaland
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Blockley Little Village Hall

Mrs M Bryan 2 Colebrook Courtyard
Rlockley Cooperative Association Blockley
The Old Coach House Moreton in Marsh
Blockley Glos
GL56 98B GL56 9DS

Tel 01386 100612
24th Febuary 2011

Dear Mrs Bryan,

T am writing on bahalf of the Trusiees of Blockley Little Village Halt to lend support
10 the proposal to build new permanem premises for Blockley Shop and Cafe.

Blockley Lille Yillage |1a)] 13 one of lhree hatls in our very active village supporting
a wide range of local groups and individual funchions and our 2im 13 10 conhue to
contribute to a vibrant community. The communay shop is an integral part of this

effort,

Followmg the demise of the old post affice the gominuiity as a whole came fagether to
provide the presenl shop and cafe, but we appreciate flial the presen size of premises is
not able to gencrate sufficient tumover for long term viabihity and that there 1s also 2
problem with security of tenure The lass of this amenity in a central pesition would
cause severe dilTiculbies for many local residents parbeularly the elderly . It would also
rob the village of a very successiul socinl amenity

We consider # imipcrative that a permancnl establishment, purpose designed, of

modest size, bui adequate to satisfy the needs of 1his community i3 created and the
obvious and most accessible place for this structure 15 1 the immediale vicwnity of the
present shop. No other sitc would offer the equivaient convenience for resdents and

N gur own specilic imercsts, those usmy the Lutle Village Hall. We know from
experience that our hall hirers do make use of tie shop and appreciaig this exira facility

As custodians of a listed building we are sensitive 10 conservation 1ssues and woutkd
have no wish Lo see a structure ergcied in Blogkley that offended those semsitmlities
We are confident thal there is sufficient talenl and skifl thal can be accessed. and
wise enouglt judgement in the community 1o enswe 1hat a bulldmg on the chasen sitc
would not aaly be acceptable, but complement the strrounding architecture,

In conclusion, we hope that your planning apphcation will meet with success

Yours sincersly

E &
Miss Lynn Bedford
[lon Secretary

Blockley Little Village Hall
Beli Bank, Rlockley. Moreton i1 Marsh, Glos,
GL56 9BR

Registered Chanty No. 1042374

Tuanntsal courimey David Bicch
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BLOCKLEY

DECORATIVE & FINEARTS SOCIETY
Mrs Margarst Bryan A Membrer Society of NADFAS
Chairman, The Blockley Co-Gperative Associalion Limited
The Oid Coach House
Past Office Square
Blockley GL56 98B 22 February 2011
Dear Mrs Bryan,

On behalf of the Society, | 2m wiiling to express our enthusiashc suppor for the bulkting of a new shop and café for the Biockley
Co-Operatve Association Blockley DFAS has an active membership of 263 with some 20 others cumently on our Waiting Lisl

Blockley's strength comes from its mixed age groups, vibrant community spnt and the rich variety of organisations which flounsh in
the village. This success is due to the fact that over time enlightened igadership has encouraged the wilage to embrace change
allowing it {o evolve 1n meet the challenges of the bmes and needs of the community.

The demand for and financial viabilty of tha wilage shop and cafe have been eslablished over e last 3+ years  This was
particlarly trua during the recenl difficull winter wealher conditions of the pasl lew yoears  The emerpnse aiso provides
empioyment for 17 people. & a central point of communication and a meetng place for young and old alke  In an area of
infraquent ranspont it s axc @ vial Gaclity 10 retan as ofersse people who do ot have ther own transporl may be lorced o
move This could have a demmental effecl on our membership levels @ we mamly draw membersh from the mtieed, some of
whom no longer drive.

As 3 fing art S0¢iety, we are aculely aware of the need to conserve our heritage but we also believe that we must be mmdfil of the
needs of the cument community in the 215t cantury |

While public conveniances ane necessary, they are rarcly a thing of beauly! We are confident that the initia! schemes we have
hea shown can be developed 10 enhante the proposed sl and archaecture around Post Office Square whilst at the same time
fulfilling the essenbal communty needs for shap, cale and mesling place In the heart of the willage.  The positive environmental
henefits of having such tacikes In the vilage Jre well-proven, particulary for the more elderty

We trust thal your endeavours will be successha
Yourms sincerely,

For and on behalf of Blockley Decorative and Fine Arts Soclaty

'U_'&.Aq,_k :{,JS\\-’\_

Caroline Kelson

Chairman: Caroline Nelson
The Old Baptist Manse. Sheep Street. Stow on the Wold. Cheltenham GL34 [AA
Tel: 01451 870813 1:mail:manse(@taiktalk net
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5, Northwick Terrace
ElDCklE‘_F Feb 2i= 2011
Maoreton-in-Marsh

GL56 9BL

Dear Margaret Bryan,

The members of Blackley Dramatic Society are pleased to support the proposal o build a new
Coaperative shop and cafe. We really value the opportunity that the present shop offers us to
socialise while shopping or enjoying the refreshments in the cafe. In addition the shop has
given BAD Co plenty of opportunities ta publicise our various productions and the siaff have
been kind enough 1o sell tickets for us as well.

We really nred new premises, however, as the current premises are too small with crowds
forming at the till at busy mes preventing access to the notice board in order to ‘read all about
it'.

The proposed position of the new shop is perfect as 1t is cited in the heart of the village. Its
aspect will give opportunities to sit outside and enjoy the sun, which is sadly missing in its
current home.

We wigh You well in {ighting the lureaucracy which might prevent us getting the shop and cafe

that we all want.

..u-"'r'—- g’w

Jenny Bruce
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BLOCKLEY LADIES CHOIR

Scrretary: My Jean Eilb. St Amnc's, Hiph Street, Chipping Compiden. Glox, Giss AL,
Tel: DL3ZH 841253

20 February, 2011,

Blockley Ladies Choir wishes to express its strong suppott for the proposed
community shop and café on the site of the presend public wilets in Blockley

Our choir consists of over 30 members, most of whom [ive in the willage. and the
remainder In nearby communities. We believe that we make a significant contribution
to the social health of Blockiey, butl our contribution is small oompared to that of the

proposal.

Thet present facility has fully demonstrated Lhe ¥ial benefn to the community that b
provides, lts loss would be devastaling. We beiieve that any concemns about &
development in the conservaiion arca must be outweighed by the community benefits.

In our view the propozed development blends well with the surrounding built
environment and the design and form is entirely sympathetic 1o its surroundings.

We would urge the planning authomitics 10 approve thas vitally important proposal.
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14" Feb 201
Dear Blockley Cooperative Association,

1 am writing t& you with regard t¢ your proposal to build a new shop. My name is
Jonathan Bumphrey and { am the subpostmaster of Evesham Posl Office which, as
you will be aware, is the core office 1o Blockley Outreach Post Office. Chris Waolters
has very kindly informed mc of the plans to relocate Chns also refers to space being
provided in the draft plans for a PO counter and gocs on 1o say Ihot [ may wish to
view the plans on behall of my business before we get too far along the line, I am
very gmateful w Chris for his constant liaison not oaly on‘this matter but on all
matters. Although | have €very confidence that all the requirements for the Cutreach
office will be catered for {and [ say that with the fantastic job that was done when the
current position was created in mind), [ would be very grateful ol the opportunity o
look at the new plans to 2ive any assistance | can in making this happen as smoothiy

as possible,

I wouid like to offer my support in any way that [ can. Blockley Village Shop Calé
has become the heart of the commumnity m Blockley and whilst many communities
across the country have lost their local village shop and Post Qifice, Biockley must
take heart from the fact that they arc a real success story. Blockley Cooporauve
Association hus provided jobs for jocal cesidents, trade and commerce for its local
trades/businessmen. become an outlet for many tocal suppliers and become a real
focai point in the villege for people to engage with their commumty (a tradition that 13
unfortunately scldom facilitaled these days), 1 feel (hal this proposal will be of great
imporance to the future of Blockley shop, Post Office and community at large.

I becamc the subpostmaster of Evesham Post Office in July 2010 and simee thal time
have endeavoured lo deliver a lirst class, salf sustaining and viahle Post Office service
at Blockley. My job has been made easier by the help and support that | have always
received by the friendlv faces at Blockley Village Shop Café.

| can confirn that Blockley Outreach Post Office altracts a regular customer base
which sugpgests that the local community requires the services which the Post (Hiice
gurrently provides and will conunue to provide under the new arrangements at the
TIEW premises.

Y ours sincercly

;_.-_" _.f.i.--
.-"t W
#5

Jonathan Bumphrey
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BLCCHLET HLOKES CHOHR

Tel 01386 700759 Sheathouse Grange
Fax. 01386 700241 Draycott Road
Biockley

Moreton-in-Marsh
Gloucestershire GLSG 9DY

18 February 2011

Margaret Bryan

Chalr

Blockley Cooperative Association
The Old Coach House

Blockley GL56 SBB

Dear Margaret

At a recent Thursday evening practce of the Blockley Blokes Cholr, I explained the confents
of the letter in which yYou are seeking support from iocal crganisations for the proposed new
premises for the shop and café. The support was unanimous, with Individual comments
ranglng frem the prime need for the shop as the centre Point for the community tn
expressions of enthusiasm for both the design and position of the new, enlarged buiiding.

The present shop s a real asset for the choir both in promoting concerts and events and
selling the vast majority of the tickets, We can only imagine that the improved faciities in
the new shop and café wlll be an even greater help In our marketing efforts, including
recruiting new choir members.

We are also detighted to be invited to take part in varipus events around the shop and the
proposed location for the new shop remains idead at the hub of the village atongside both
the Post Office Square and the Church. We are Rully sypportive of the plans for the new
shap and café and look forward to being asked to perform an the opening day!!

Yours sincerely

Cn--‘-*l'l- LE:‘;:;'

Gareth Lewis

Treasurer
—— " Blorkley Blokes Lhoir

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor


http://www.cvisiontech.com/

18/2/11

Margaret Bryan
Chair. BCA

The Oid Coach House
Post Office Square
Blockley

GLOS GL56 9BB

Dear Margare:
Blockley Village Shop and Cafe

[ am writing to you on behatf of “Bleckley Ramblers™ to suppert the proposed new premises
for the village shop and café. “Blockley Ramblers™ is one ofthe village’s medium-sized clubs
and associations with some 704 members. The majority of members live in Blockley, but &
number come from surmounding towns and viliages such as Chipping Campden.
Longbarough, Mickleton, Moreton-in-Marsh and Stow.

After the snow in December, those of us who live in the village need Liitle reminding of the
considerable benefits that come from having a shop and café in the centre of the community.
As well a5 the shop’s obvious many conveniences, the addition of the café has given 2
cansiderable boost o Lhe village's social amenitias, [£°s pot just & place where people come 0
shop. bul alsc to meet one another and caich up on latest developments. Indeed, as an clderdy
neighbour who lives on their own put it to me recently, it's somewhere to go for compeny.
Not surprisingly, it's preserving the village’s enhanced social fabric that is uppermost in most
peoples’ minds i considering the pros and cons of the new premises proposals, helping to
explain why there is so much support for them throughout the community,

But i1 isn’t just those of us who live in the village who will benefit. One of the reasons why
“Blockicy Ramblers” has such a widespread membership is that Blockley offers such
excellent walking oppertunities. Not anly is Blockley situated on the highly regarded Heart
of England Way ard Diamond Way. There are no fewer than eight half day walks from the
centre of the village. with the possibility of extensions to Longborough, Hinchwick,
Snowshill, and the Campdens ctc. The opportunity ta shop and/or take refreshments before,
during or after a walk is a major bonus. which the new premuses will increase substantially.

[ also want to cmphasise a very particular benefit of the planned new premises to walkers,
cyclisis and other visitors that might otherwise go unnoticed — it Is the proposal 1o Incorporate
public toilets on the site. Presemly, for example, a major attraction of Blockley for people
walking the Heart of England Way or the Digmond Way, whether or not they ake advantage
of Lhe shop and café (acilities, is the availability of the public toilets next to the existing
premises. But these are scheduled for clasure. If the proposed new premises are pot aflowed,
it wan't be just the local community that will suffer, but also a much wider group of people.

Yours sincerely

/w JLL{L

Keith Sigson
Chair, *Biockley Ramblers™
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1.Consygrezn,
Blockley.
GL56 983
15/02/11.

Dear Marparet.

[ arn writing this letter o express our complete support for the proposal
10 erect 8 new shop premises ai the site of (he existing toilets at Most Office Squuare
Blockley.

The present shop bs the focal point of cur local cammunity “open all
hours™ quite different from the other village owned . unmanned buitdings eg
$1.Georpes and the Little Village Hall. There is always someone at the shop.whether
employed there or visiting as a customer.who can always be relied on to give
assisiance o adviee on any problems you may need help with solving.

[t gocs without saying the enormous advantage of having our own shop
1n the centre of the village accessible to cveryone without having to travel to another
town. Some residents do not have transport readily available to go 1o shops in other
locations.

We do not need a “Tesco™ style shop merely a viliage “comer™ shop
which can provide everyone with basic provisions at an affordable cost. white
providing a profit 10 sustain the upkeep of the shop for the future.

The needs of the shop beceme mere apparent when the village is cul
off in adverse weather conditions.

In my first sentence of this letter [ used the word “our” | have
approached and gained full support from al! the committees and ciubs | am involved
with namely :-

I am Chairman of CVOPHA Orchard Bank. Everyone living there and
the commuliee are a}l behind the proposals. 1 am also Chairman of the Alloiment
Associntion and ail our members arc in agreement many have signed the petition
already. | am Treasurer of the Northwick Bowling Club and we are all n favour of the
site of 1he proposed new building. |ast but not leest | am a Vice president of Blockley
Sporis and Social Club.life member and ex Chairman they also give you thelr Support.

On a persenal note 1 would like to wish you and your hard working
commitlee every Success wilh your applications to the Planners.

th,

Yours sincerely.

Avan Crnpces Catusrt
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Cakes and Company
The Old Royal Gak, High Street, Blockley, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9EX

Tucsday 15 February 2011

Dear Marparet,

Cakes and Company is a Club for the eldetly who live in and around Blockley, 1
write an their behall in support of the proposed buiiding of a new village shop and
cafe,

We understand that the Shop comeitice has been unable © secure a long beom lease
an the current premises but has been successful in fiting a site for (he proposed new
build. The new bulld would give improved storage space and & beder lavout The
plans show it to be an attmctive building in keeprag with those around it

The elderty members of Cakes and Com pany feel that (he village shop is invaluable to
them  Many visit the shop each day not just for the items the shop sells but also for a
chal to the stalT and other customers  The shop is a meeting point and a life finc for
pcople living on their own. Duning the deep snow in December, medigines were
delivered to the shop which Chrs, the shop manager, would deliver along with (he
groceries to all who were houscbound

When Radio Gloucester came to the shop recently to inerview local residents, one
customer said (he shop was “the best in the world™! And 1t is, not just for the local
nproduce but {or the care and thoughtfulness it shows towards the people who use it

The members of Cakes & Company arc wholeheartedly 1n wupport of the building of

new shop premises

Yours sincerely,

Coaust O

Carol Wallont
Founder Cakes & Company
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Melroze

Station Road
Blockley
Moreton-in-Marsh
GLO% GLS& 9DX
01386 700032
15 February 2010
Margaret Bryan
{hair, BCA
The 0ld Coach House
Post Office Square
Blockley
GLOS GL56 9BB
Dear Margaret
Blockley Village Shop and Cafe

1 am writing to you on behalf of the Cotswold Wardens who have half a dozen or so
members living {n Blockiey.

We would like to add our voice to those supparting the proposed new premises for the
viliage shop and cafe.

One of the Wardens' main functions is supporting and facilitating the healthy activity of
walking throughout the Cotswolds AONB. We patrol feotpaths, work on erhancing them
and keeping them clear and lead ginided walks throughout the year.

The village shop and cafe support our activities by seiling and distributing information
about walks, previding a meeting place and offering facilities for refreshments during
and after walks Gecd public roilets ave also a necessity for walkers and other visitors to
the village. The proposed new shop will ensure that such facilities will continue to be
provided.

As Cotswold Wardens we all obviously have a strong interest in retalning the style and
atmosphere of the Cotswolds AQNB while accepting that the area 8 not a museum but a
developirg place where people live and earn a Hving as well as being a centre for rest
and recreation. s such we all take the view thar the proposed new shep and cafe are
entirely consistent with the armosphere of the village and would indeed ezhance its
centre.

Yours sincerely

L1 =

‘-_____‘

Peter Mansion
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ORCHARD BANK

COTSWOLD VILLAGES OLD PEOPLE'S HOUSING ASSOCIATION LTD.
Housing Sociely No. 16595 R, registared under the industral & Provident Societias Act 1893 —1954

web: i ATl Tel : 01386 700953 e-mall : rg.uk

February 15" 2011
Dear Margaret,

On behalf of the above asscciation we are writing to offer our support for the building of
new premises for The Shop and Café in Blockley.

We have seven purpose bui't apartments for elderly people all of whom in some form
use the facilities of cur local shop. Those, who are able, shop there and meet friends in
the café. This is so important for those who otherwise would not have a purpose for
going out and could become further isolated and lonely.

The central location of The Shop and Café Is also important as none of our residents
drive any more and few can walk very far. Some see the ability to continue to walk to
the shop as an important part of remaining useful and independent. 1am sure this must
also apply to other very eiderly people in the village.

Our cooks, who supply a freshiy cooked lunch for our residents, often use the shop for
supplies. It is a very important commercial and social facility for all those within our
complex,

The staff of The Shop and Café sometimes join qur staff for training days, sharing
facilities and costs and so extending cleser communications.

Yours sincerely,

J@Q, ol S

Val Holmes {Hon, Secretary)

Registerad Offfce 1 Coney Green, Greenway Road, Blockiey, Glos.
Chalrman : Alan Cother Hon. Secretary :val Holmes Hon. Treaserer ! Dave Walsh
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Thankful Steps High Street Blockley Gloucestershire GL56 9ET

anne.hayes13@qmail.com Tel 01386 701044
February 15, 2011

Mrs Margaret 8ryan

Chairman

Blockley Co-operative Association
Biockley Village Shop Cafe

Dear Mrs Bryan

| am writing to you on behalf of the Blockley Bookworms to express our support for
the proposed new premises for the Blockley Village Shop Cafe.

The shop in our opinian is the hub of the village, an essential institution without
which the present vibrant spirit of the vilage would wither.

It fulfills sc many needs for villagers —

*it provides vital supplies and when snow falls the staff and the many helpers make
sure no one goes without

*it houses the Post Office

*it's a centre of communication (from the over-popuiated noticeboard to pertinent
advice, rumour and the necessary wi-fi)

*and it is a wonderful meeting place in which to meet frends and neighbours or
somewhere t0 go as a treat for oneseif,

We can't do without it.
Yours sincerely

he Moy

Anne Hayes (Mrs)
Blockley Bookworms
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PCTURLE P AYHOUSE AT Bl OCKFLEY

THE WILLOWS
PAXFORD

CHIPPING CASMPLEN

GL55 6XR

Dear Margaret
Ref: Praposai for the new premises for the Shop and Cafe in Blockley,

The committee of the Picture Playhouse fully support the building of a new shop and cafe at the
lecation proposed

The area will be considerable enhanced by the Propesed new building at the centre of the village

The tonlets at the ertrance to the church grounds do not enhance the appearance of the
conservation atea As the inchusion of this necessary facility is included in the proposed plans it will
he 8 more acceptable and aesthetically pleasing sclution.

Since the shop opened 1t has bacome an integral part of village and Blockley parish life, adding to the
community many vital services which are required for living. particularly for thage disabled and
without transport

The PMayvhouse is greatly indebted tg the shap for seiling the tickets for our monthly film shows and
the posters they display for us and rmany other organisatipns. It is an idezl centre for
communications.

We all agree that the only sensible place for the shop is in the heart of Blockley and it is an absolute
essential requirement, we urge che BCA managament committee 10 do everything Possible to make
it happen.

Yours sincerely,

s e
(_LLQ,-P Ao
Helene Thempsan

Chairman Blockley Picture Playhouse
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BELOCKLEY BRASS BAND

Miss Rachel Galt
Rorkes Drift
Station Road
Chipping Campden
Gloucestershire
GL5S BHY

01386 B41677
galt racheii@hotmall corm

Mrs Margaret Ervan

The Blockiey Cooperative Asseclation Limited
The 0id Coach House

Post Office SQuare

BLOCKLEY

Gloucestershire

GL56 SEB

12™ February 2011

Dear Margaret

Blockiey Village Shop and Café

Cn behalf of the committee and members of Blockley Brass Band I am writing to
show the Band’s support for the proposed building of the new wviilage shop.

We believe that the village shop is the heart of the village. Blockley has a
mixture of young and otd residents alike and the shop serves all thasa residents
and is an impawtant asset.

The proposed new site for the shop 1S 1deal as ft {5 in a central location and easily
accessible.  We are sure that any new building would be in keeping with the
surrcunding area and that any impact on the conservation area wouid be minimal.
The shog atso provides a social Iife to the village with its annual events and café,
In a day and age where we are encouraged to support the local producers,
growers and |ocal economy. We believe it Is vital the shop 15 able to survive and
to serve the community.

Yours sinceraly

(ional Gt

Rachel Gait
Secretary Blockley Brass Band
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[Biockien) & [Disinios

Margaret Bryan g Febroary 2011
Chairman

Blockley Cooporative Assn. Lad

[twe Old Coach House

Blockley

GL56 9BB

[ear Margaret,

Thank you for the apportunity 1o pul forward the views of the Blockley & District
Horticultural Soeiety an the future of the Blockley Shop & Cafe

This Society has a membership of over a hundred people who would be supportive of ensuring
that (he alractive environment of the village is preserved Blockley is an active village with a
community which is ablc to maintain many thriving societies such as our own, and the success
of the shop and cafe is another aspect of this community activity.

In addition to providing a retail outlet. the shop acts as a focus for many village activities and
an excellent centre for communication. for examplc. the Elorticultural Socicty runs two very
successiul shows cach year. The schedules and cntry forms are avaliable from the shop and
completed entry forms retumed chere. Our monthly events are alse advertised in the shop.

Members are pleased to support the proposals put forward by the BCA which are considercd
to be an excellent way to develop the shop and cafe while protecting the conservation area of
the village

We should be happy to discuss the proposal further if this would be helpful

Y ours sincercly

o BID o —

John Baldwyn
C hairman

43, Winterway Blockley GL56 9BZ
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4 The Clementinges
Blockley

tMoreton in Marsh
GLOS

GL56 9ER

31st January 2011
Dear Mrs Bryan

On behaif of the members of the Friends of Blockley Schogl Committee | would ke to offer
our support for the proposed new building and home for the village shop and cafe

The shop and cafe are a valuable asset to the village but particularly for the mums and
dads. its wonderiul to be abla to call in on the way to and from school for supplies The
kids love to come after school for atreat or an ice cream to take to the park.

The cafe sarves as a great meeting place for either coffee or lunch

The shop was alse an essential lifeline during the recent snow when many villagers were
unabie to leave the village. The shop committee mambers played & valuable part in e-
mai'ing regular builetins to villagers to cocrdinate delivenas. road cleanng, amval of
newspapers and other provisions and also offering support to anybady who may have
been vulnerable at thss time | feel very strongly that without the shop this sense of
commumnity spirt would be greatly diminished «f not lost all together.

Whilst the current shop has been an excellent facility we think that it is very clear that the
proposed new premises will offer huge advantages in terms of space, additional facilities
and indeed an Improvement to the current inadeguate and unsightly public conveniences.

Yours sincerely
/f {.-rﬁ?&r"’ﬁ-‘f L

Kathy llingworth
Joint Chair. Friends of Blockley School.
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BLOCHLIEY

Blockley Sports & Social Centre 7

Sparmoor,s Station Road, Blockley, GLOS iy

j.- .I 'lAr.'

y, LZFREWLE

c/o The Bakers Arms
Brozd Campden
Chipping Campden
Glos G155 6UR

26" January 2011

Mrs M Bryan

Chair of the Blockley Cooperative Association
The Old Coach Hause

Post Office Square

Blockley GL56 9BB

Dear Mrs Bryan

I am writing on behalf of Blockley Sports & Social Club to offer our support for the project to build
a new shop for the people of Blockley and surrounding areas. As a local organisation we know
ofily 100 weil how important it is to keeping things going on behalf of the lacal community and our
future generations,

What you have achieved with the shop you have at present is 2 marvel and with the plans you have
for the néw shop, it ¢can only get better, providing even more services for the people of Blockley.

Every village needs a social centre Lo bring the people logether whether i1 be for a coffee, to bay
milk, a Joaf of bread or a stamp and for communication (such as internet access) and company. 17
you ever need help, you can always go to their local shop or pub where there will always be
someone who can help  Making home deliveries for the housebound was brought to the fore during
the recent bad weather before Christmas where you had to perform many extra duties,

The shap already provides much needed employment for local people and with expansion you will
probably need more staff which in this day of high unemployment 15 n great benefit It also
provides r ploce for many local suppliers to sell their goods, which again {s great as suppliers are
always looking for new markets in which to sell thelr produce. The café provides another income
and this facilily is used by locals and visitors alike. The cafe in particular offers the village i's
ruch needed social centre right in the heart of the community.

As a cooperative you are aircady purting your local shop to 50 much good and with bigger premises
things can only gel better.

We wish you every success with your application and you can count.on the support of the Blockiey
Spons & Secial Club. ’ '

QI;IJLL\

Sally Mayo
Generai Secretary

President: Mrs Mary Wise
Patrons: L1-Col W. A McLelland, Tom Graveney O.B.E. G Clifton Brown M.P
Registered Charity Number 103035
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